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characteristic marks of an unreasoning panic.
They who had fled the previous days now streamed
back to their companies, not only offering resistance,
but actually launching a counter-offensive under
infinitely more difficult circumstances. With bound-
less bravery and at the cost of frightful sacrifices,
they succeeded in definitely checking the enemy's
further progress and in winning back a number of
important positions. I cannot sufficiently insist
upon the fact that our militiamen are the finest and
bravest material it is possible to imagine, provided
they are well led. In many respects, however,
they are mere children, and extraordinarily sus-
ceptible to psychological influences when energetic
leadership is lacking or the officers lose their heads.
When later they recover their balance, their very
sense of shame induces them to perform the maddest
acts of bravery in order to make good. The days
of Getafe and Villa Verde were also the days when
boys like Col, armed only with a few hand-grenades,
captured one enemy tank after the other.

It was on a Saturday that Franco announced on
the wireless that next day he would drink his coffee
in Madrid. Radio Lisbon was already describing
how he had entered the town in triumph on a white
charger. At Avila the Council of Blood that was
to take over the administration of the city had
already been appointed. Foreign journalists were